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In a national poll conducted during the summer of 2019, the
Strengthening Canadian Democracy initiative found that
77% of Canadians and 78% of British Columbians prefer
democracy as their form of government, but have mixed
views about the extent to which they feel they can play a
role in or have an impact on Canadian democracy. Like the
rest of Canada, a sense of belonging is a strong indicator
for British Columbians’ levels of democratic commitment and
participation.
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British Columbians with a “very strong” sense of belonging
to their neighbourhood are six times as likely to believe
elected officials care what they think.
British Columbians with a “very strong” sense of belonging
to their province are three times as likely to believe they can
influence government.
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55% of BC respondents believe social
media has increased their ability to
have a voice in meaningful debates
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55% of BC respondents are favorable to
populist messaging and say they are more
likely to vote for a candidate who puts
Canada first even if it negatively affected
relations with allies
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
In British Columbia, belonging is linked to confidence in government,
elected officials, and participation in democratic activities.

British Columbians have mixed feelings about the role of social
media in Canadian democracy.

Cracks in our democracy include a lack of confidence in the intentions
of government and a critical mass of British Columbians who express
viewpoints that are nativist and exclusionary to newcomers.

The Strengthening Canadian Democracy team
conducted a survey between July 5th and 15th, 2019
among a randomly selected representative sample of
3,524 Canadians. (2,714 were completed online and
810 via phone using a random digit dialing
methodology). Dr. Daniel Savas, Visitng Professor in
SFU's School of Public Policy, and graduate students
analyzed the results. This info-sheet highlights the
findings for 605 participants who reported they lived in
British Columbia.
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