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In a national poll conducted during the summer of 2019, the
Strengthening Canadian Democracy initiative found that
rural Canadians strongly prefer democracy as their form of government,
but have mixed views about the extent to which they feel they can play
a role in or have an impact on Canadian democracy. Rural residents do
not believe Canada is performing very democratically and has gaps in
level of fundamental freedoms and rights. They do feel strong
connection to and involvement in neighbourhoods, but are more
distrusting towards federal institutions, actors and the new media
information sources.
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British Columbians living in rural

Less than half of rural residents describe Canada as being

communities are more likely

democratically governed (45%).

than suburban residents to have
taken part in a range of

60% of
rural residents
believe there is not much ordinary
democratic
activities
in their
citizens can do to influence the government, even after
lifetime.
making an effort (54% for urban residents).

Rural residents are equally divided on believing voting does or
doesn't give them a say.

of rural residents believe that Canada had

36%

too little freedom of political expression,
compared to 29% for all Canadians and
26% of urban residents
of rural residents agree that Canadians who were
born and raised in Canada should have a greater
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say in what government does than those born
outside the country, compared to 33% of all
Canadians and 31% of urban residents

RURAL RESIDENTS HAVE A DEEPER
CONNECTION TO THEIR NEIGHBOURHOOD
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Attend a community meeting

urban residents to:

Work with others to solve a problem in their
community
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trust social media
(20% urban)
trust search engines for
information (47% urban)
trust video/podcast
sites (24% urban)

Like all Canadians, the majority of rural
residents believe social media and the
internet make Canadians more divided and
less accepting of people with different views
70% of all Canadians believe social media
has increased risk of people being
manipulated by politicians and foreign
powers that might interfere in our elections

The Strengthening Canadian Democracy team worked with
Advanis to collect data for the survey between July 5th and
15th, 2019 among a randomly selected representative
sample of 3,524 Canadians. (2,714 were completed online
and 810 via phone using a random digit dialing
methodology). Dr. Daniel Savas, Visitng Professor in SFU's
School of Public Policy, and graduate students analyzed the
results. This info-sheet highlights the findings for 835
participants who said they live in a rural community.
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