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In a national poll conducted during the summer of 2019,
the Strengthening Canadian Democracy initiative found
that Canadians strongly prefer democracy as their form
of government, but have mixed views about the extent to
which they feel they can play a role in or have an impact
on Canadian democracy. Survey participants born outside
Canada are slightly more optimistic towards democracy
than all Canadians.

"Ordinary citizens can
do a lot to influence
government"
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of immigrants feel that access to social media has
made Canadians less accepting of people who
have different views than they do.
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of immigrants believe misinformation is having
an impact on Canadians’ confidence in
government institutions.
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Weak points in our democracy appear when Canadians think
different groups should have different amounts of influence:
While the statistics for immigrants compared to all Canadians
are very similar, one in three Canadians believe that citizens
born in Canada should have a greater say in what
government does than those born elsewhere.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Immigrants have mixed feelings about whether or not they can
influence government. They are slightly more optimistic than the
average.
Like many Canadians, a majority of immigrants are concerned about
how online misinformation is affecting confidence in government.
Opinions about how much say different groups of citizens should
have in government shows a weak point in our democracy that
needs to be addressed.

The Strengthening Canadian Democracy team worked with
Advanis to collect data for the survey between July 5th and
15th, 2019 among a randomly selected representative sample
of 3,524 Canadians. (2,714 were completed online and 810
via phone using a random digit dialing methodology). Dr.
Daniel Savas, Visitng Professor in SFU's School of Public
Policy, and graduate students analyzed the results. This infosheet highlights the findings for 538 participants who said
they were born outside of Canada.
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